A critical feature in the sequence of events occurring during carcinogenesis is the development of irreversibility. The term ''Interlocker'' is used here to denote a mechanism by which irreversibility is brought about. The presentation focuses on conceptualizations of such processes. Two will be described below. (Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev 2006;15(8):1425 -6) The first concept is built around the occurrence of several common features found in cancers of solid organs. These include a loss of control of cell proliferation, disorganization, and infiltration. The concept is that the Interlocker is like a collar, which binds together these common features irreversibly into a whole entity. It becomes fully active at the transition of precancer to cancer. The concept is simple and leads to important consequences. The first of these is that it presents a target for chemoprevention of cancer and the second is that a knowledge of the composition of such a collar potentially could lead to strategies for its disruption and cancer therapy during its early phase.
